Dear Almitra

I am currently reviewing an infrastructure availability in the Slums of Kota, Ajmer and Udaipur (Some 300 slums in all !). I was not satisfied with treating each slum as a discrete, scattered unit, the way government agencies usually do and even RUIDP expected me to do. Also, it was simply impossible to approach 300 units in the very, very brief time I have to do this job. Hence I distinguished clusters among slums, based on their contiguity and topography. There are very large clusters, with say, upto 17 slums and some stand-alone slums.  But I can say that some 80% of Kota's slum population is concentrated in mid-size to large clusters. When I located these clusters on a map of Kota showing water-bodies (canals, drains, ponds, rivers) it was immediately clear that Himanshu Parikh was dead right : Most clusters are situated along water bodies because those are the rejected spaces in urban areas : embankments, dried up portions of the ponds, banks of the river, flooding areas of drains. That means that gradient, that all-critical factor in providing sewerage, storm water drainage and piped water supply is most easily available where slum-clusters are situated and most cost effective because of the population density, exactly as Parikh stated.

The results of the Kota slum visits have been surprising and revealing to my collleagues in the wastewater, storm-water drainage and water supply sectors. While I am no votary of centralized sewerage systems, since Rajasthan Government was already committed to investing crores in upgrading these systems in the project cities, I felt that the investments should go to areas where people are willing to pay for them (slum-dwellers pay for legal water supply connections and have said they will gladly pay for sewerage connections as septic tanks are far more expensive and difficult to attempt on Kota's hard rock : for this reason most do not make toilets), and will benefit the most (as some 70% appear to defecate in the open now). But until the result of the cluster exercise were available, my waste-water colleagues said it would be prohibitively expensive and technically impossible to provide sewerage connections to slums for the most part. They now say,  that the situation is the opposite just like Parikh said.  Unfortunately we are constrained in the trunk infrastructure, laid 20 years ago, which totally ignored slum areas.
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