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Mrs Almitra H Patel  MS MIT, USA, 50 Kothnur, Bagalur Rd,  Bangalore 560077

Tel 080-8465365     Tel-Fax 080-8465195     almitrapatel@rediffmail.com

Member, Supreme Court Committee for Solid Waste Mgt for Class 1 Cities

Advisor, Solid Waste Mgt, Clean Jharkhand Project, Ganga ICDP Kanpur,  INTACH Waste Network 

12.10.2005

Mr B P Pandey
Principal Secretary to Govt

Environment Department

15th floor New Administrativ3e Bldg

Madame Cama Rd, Mantralaya

Mumbai 400032

CC for info to Hon. CM of Maharashtra and Chief Secretary Govt of Maharashtra

Dear Mr Pandey

OBJECTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS for your Draft Order

No. Plastic. 2005/CR-38/T.C.III dt 13.9.2005

Greetings.  For the past 15 years, ever since urban garbage dumps appeared on our lovely rural roads, I have been a tireless fulltime crusader against garbage on roads, especially plastic.  Having visited 126 Indian cities to date, and 20 abroad to study and monitor their waste processing and disposal methods, I can speak on the subject with the authority few others have.  Here are my views:
1,  It is true that urban waste was never a problem in India till the advent of plastics and subsidised urea, both of which killed the centuries-old practice of farmers collecting urban wastes for composting on their fields.  But a ban on use of plastic is not the answer, especially not for milk sachets.
2,  It is also true that plastics are not the problem but their careless disposal is.  Developed countries use excessive amounts of plastic in their packaging and their supermarkets insist on its use, but it is never seen on their roads.  So a ban on plastic use will not automatically create clean flood-free cities.
3,  India’s real problem is not lack of civic discipline but lack of Municipal discipline.
 Suryapet in AP (pop. 103,000) has been a ‘zero-garbage town” since 2003 because citizens SEE the municipal collection vehicles transporting their unmixed wet waste and dry waste separately, unmixed, and unloading and processing it separately at the town’s compost-cum-vermicompost yard and the town’s dry waste sorting and storage shed.  In contrast, Bangalore’s much-hyped media campaign by BATF got 60% of citizens to keep their wet and dry waste separate within the first month.  But when they saw their carefully unmixed wastes going mixed into a common vehicle for mixed dumping, they lost interest and the effort has collapsed.  
4, Before thinking about banning plastic, the State should adopt the practical ways in which the West enforces sensible waste management.  There, even kitchen waste and other garbage free of specified plastics is collected only weekly or fortnightly by one vehicle, specified recyclable plastics are collected by a separate vehicle and collection schedule (even if on the same day); likewise for garden waste. Wrongly mixed waste is simply NOT COLLECTED until the next collection date, after rectification by the waste generator.  
5,  WE NEED SIMILAR STATE LEGISLATION to say that ONLY UNMIXED WET WASTE (food/flower/fruit wastes) WILL BE COLLECTED DAILY by municipalities or their agents, preferably door to door like the Nasik or other models, and Dry Waste (recyclables) will be collected once a week in a Separate Trip if not sold or given to ragpickers/kabadiwalas directly by the waste generators.  We also need legislation to insist on a fully separate collection vehicle, route and frequency for Inert Waste (construction and demolition wastes, drain silt, road diggings and dust sweepings), because the current municipal habit of collecting everything in one trip leads to over 40% inerts in the waste all-India, making any sensible waste processing near-impossible.
5,  Your draft Notification states that “discontinuation of production of thin gauge polyethylene (plastic) bags has not achieved the expected result”.  This because the 20-micron colourless-bag rule was made by a committee dominated by virgin-granule manufacturers using the opportunity to increase consumption of their  products.  Not a single ragpicker/kabadiwala/small reycler’s opinion was sought, let alone included in that committee, to develop rules that would keep plastics out of mixed waste.  In the US, bags for supermarket fruit purchases etc are all 8 micron or less, which serves the purpose while adding less plastic into the environment.

6, Only an economically viable incentive to keep plastic out of garbage will be sustainable. India has two well-proven technologies for the greatly beneficial use of shredded thin plastics in improving the quality of bitumen roads. WE NEED STATE-WIDE LEGISLATION AND AMENDMENT OF PWD SPECS TO PERMIT AND TO PROMOTE THE PREFERENTIAL LAYING OF SHREDDED-PLASTIC-CONTAINING TAR ROADS, like the 1200 km in Tamil Nadu and 300 km in Bangalore.  Purchase of shredded thin-film plastic @ Rs 12 per kg as in Tamil Nadu and Bangalore, is currently cheaper than the bitumen it can replace and will not add to roadmaking cost, while promoting the collection of what is currently a nuisance waste.
7, Take-back policies and a returnable “bottle tax” keep soft-drink containers off the streets in the West.  Even a token 5 cents or 10 cents refund per container (it varies from US State to State) ensures upto 85% return of empties by society.  This is a must for all PET bottles used in India and MAHARASHTRA SHOULD PIONEER THIS TAKE-BACK POLICY FOR OUR COUNTRY, especially to control the sale of spurious contents.  Culturally the idea is acceptable to us because it is already informally in use here since a century for glass bottles of soda, soft drinks and beer.  Everyone willingly pays Rs 5 per returnable glass bottle, knowing full well that that is not the value of its recyclable glass but the cost of “reverse distribution” for take-back.    

8,  Banning plastic pouches for milk distribution is especially thoughtless, retrograde and harmful to health. Tamper-proof plastic pouch packaging has greatly reduced the risks of waterborne diseases from adulterated milk, and the incidence of bovine-transmitted TB from improperly pasteurized milk.   Also, milk pouches are least likely to end up in drains, as they fetch the highest price of all thin-film plastic types.
9,  If current collection practices for recycling need to be augmented, exchange policies will work.  Milk suppliers should give one free milk sachet for twenty empties.  This will benefit the health of those needy enough to collect them for exchange.  Although this looks like a 5% cost addition, it is not.  The resale value of the pouches to a plastic recycler actually covers the cost of both exchnge and take-back.  Mumbai has resource persons who can put this collection chain in place as soon as the dairies adopt the exchange policy to bring the empty sachets to milk distribution centres.  It is being practiced by a Bangalore dairy, and may be adopted  in Rajasthan as well. 
10,  This exchange policy can then be extended to other plastic packaging:  one free loaf of bread for twenty wrappers, one free shampoo sachet for twenty micro-sachets of anything, etc.

Hence this appeal to Maharashtra to abandon all thought of a blanket ban on thin-film plastic until these practical approaches have first been implemented.
Sincerely,

Almitra H Patel

Member, Supreme Court Committee for Solid Waste Management

